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FET A YU B KM Jimmy Carter KiZ k> TEnN/=“A Tale of Two Worlds”

NS DR EFAT, TROBWICHAFBTERRIW,

OURS IS AN AGE OF COMPLEXITY, CONTRADICTION, AND
CHC%LLENGE. As we enter the 21st century, we have wealth and technology
unmatched in human experience, and the fortunate few who live in the world’s
developed nations are almost inevitably propelled toward a future enriched by
advances in computers, communication, and life sciences.

But for most of the world’s people, the glittering opportunities of the new
century are beyond reach. There are more than six billion of us on Earth, and
by 2100 we may number ten billion. Most of us will live in urban centers, and
many are likely to live short and impoverished lives. Lacking both the wealth
and awareness to address problems of life in crowded cities, they will suffer
from disease and inadequate food and water.

We face tremendous challenges as populations soar, mostly in the poorer
nations, and consumption increases in the industrialized world. We must find
ways to lessen the burden on Earth’s resources, and we must encoﬁrage better
stewardship of the planet so that all of us live in a clean and productive
environment. The decisions we make in the decades to come will affect not
only all of human civilization but also the fate of thousands of species,

representing millions of years of evolution.

All too often our fondest expectations are frustrated. Louis Pasteur,
father of thé scie%ce of microbiology and a key figure in the development of
vaccines in the 1880s, suggested that humans had the power “to make parasitic
maladies disappear from the face of the globe.” Yet, since then hundreds of
millions of people have died of infectious diseases — tuberculosis, malaria,
AIDS, dengue fever, smallpox, cholera, plague, influenza, and scores of others.
And after 30 years of discoveries in molecular biology — including DNA
cloning, the sequencing of the human genome, and stunning new developments
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in techniques for human stem cell research — we still face the daily tragedy of
prevehtable human illnesses,; some ancient and others new, unpredicted, and
even more virulent.

How can we heal our planet and achieve an Earth that. nurtures humanity

and nature in all their diversity? As individuals, we can act to reduce our risk

of exposure to disease and extend care to others. As communities and as
nations, we can educate our citizens, legislate ethically and wisely, and support
organizations that conduct research and help those who are ill.

Perhaps the most important challenge for the new century is to share
wealth, opportunities, and responsibilities between the rich and the poor — for

a world where the chasm between rich and poor grows wider will be neither

stable nor secure.. So far, we have not made enough of a commitment to this
goal. Nearly a billion people are illiterate. More than half the world’s people
have little or no health care and less than two dollars a day for food, clothing,
and shelter; some 1. 3 billion live on less than one dollar a day. At the same
time, the average household income of an American family is more than
$ 55, 000 a year, with much of the industrialized world enjoying the same, and

in some cases an even higher, standard of material blessings.
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A few months ago I went to Princeton University to see what the young

people who are going to be running our country in a few decades are like.

Faculty members gave me the names of a few dozen students, and I sent them
e-mails, inviting them out to lunch or dinner in small groups. I would go to
sleep in my hotel room at around midnight each night, and when I awoke, my
mailbox would be full of replies —sent at 1:15 A.M., 2:59 A.M., 3:23 A.M.

In our conversations I would ask the students when they got around to
sleeping. One senior told me that she went to bed around two and woke up

each morning at seven; she could afford that much rest because she had

learned to supplement her full day of work by® studying in her sleep. As she

was falling asleep she would recite a math problem or a paper topic to herself;
she would then sometimes dream about it, and when she woke up, the problem
might be solved. 1 asked several students to describe their daily schedules,
and their replies sounded like a session of Future Workaholics of America:
crew practice at dawn, classes in the morning, lunch, study groups, classes in
the afternoon, tutoring disadvantaged kids in Trenton, a cappella practice,
dinner, study, science lab, prayer session, study a few hours more. One young
man told me that he had to schedule appointment times for chatting with his
friends. I mentioned this to other groups, and usually one or two people would
volunteer that they did the same thing. “I just had an appointment with my
best friend at seven this morning,” one woman said. “Or else you lose touch.”
There are a lot of things these future leaders no longer have time for. 1
was on campus at the height of the election season, and I saw not even one
Bush or Gore poster. 1 asked around about this and was told that most
students have no time to read newspapers, follow national politics, or get
involved in crusades. One senior told me she had subscribed to The New York

Times once, but the papers had just piled up unread in her dorm room. “It’s a

basic question of hours in the day,” a student journalist told me. “People are

too busy to get involved in larger issues. When I think of all that I have to
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keep up with, I'm relieved there are no bigger compelling causes.” Even the
biological necessities get squeezed out. I was amazed to learn how little dating
goes on. Students go out in groups, and there is certainly a fair bit of partying
on campus, but as one told me, “People don’t have time or energy to put into
real relationships.” Sometimes they’ll have close friendships, but often they
don’t get serious until they are a few years out of college and meet again at a
 reunion — after their careers are on track and they can begin to spare the
time.

I went to lunch with one young man in a student dining room that by 1:10
had emptied out, as students hustled back to the library and their classes. 1
mentioned that when I went to college, in the late 1970s and early 1980s, we
often spent two or three hours around the table, shooting the breeze and
arguing about things. He admitted that there was little discussion about
intellectual matters outside class. “Most students don’t like that that’s the
case,” he told me, “but it is the case.” So he and a bunch of his friends had
formed a discussion group called Paidea, which meets regularly with a faculty
guest to talk about such topics as millennialism, postmodernism, and Byzantine

music. If discussion can be scheduled, it can be done.
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Mary:

Steve:

Mary:

Steve:

Mary:

Steve:

Mary:

Steve:
(3)

Mary:

ROKFEDHFDAAE(D~DEHKREIT LRI,

Who is your best friend, Steve?

Well, that’s a difficult question to answer, Mary. [ have a lot of
friends, both male and female. I don’t know who I would call “best.”
What about you?

I have a lot of friends, too, but my best friend is Susie. FHDEEN S
T o EBRIZERD, v

That’s really nice. 727 EEPETETHERANE S ML BDITIL,

(2)
l‘iﬁn‘ﬂ#?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ\ﬁ\%io People you think are your friends for years sure

can disappoint you.

I know. But Susie is kind and she’s so supportive. I try to be that
way for her, too. |

I've met some really nice people, but when you need them, they often
turn out to be insensitive and self-centered, and worst of all, two-
faced.

What does two-faced mean, Steve?

XFED DEKKE L, It's the kind of person who has a face for me,

and a different face for you, depending on what they want. That
person smiles to your face and says bad things about you behind your
back.

Wow! I know some people like that — that’s so selfish. TEZ5H D&
5, BIFEWEOALR, “
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You will hear a conversation between David (a freshman at Coleridge

University) and Prof. Jones (David’s academic advisor). The conversation will
be played twice. After the conversation, you will hear four choices of the
answer for each of the following questions. Select the best answer by writing

a, b, ¢ ord.

(1) Why does David go to see Prof. Jones?

(2) What has David noticed about the way most students prepare their
assignments?

(3) What does Prof. Jones advise David about preparing his assignments?

4) Why does David want to know the hisfory of Coleridge University?

(5) How is Coleridge University supported?
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