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I Read the following text and answer the questions in English.. (A 50)

When someone asks his age, Michael Di Stasio sometimes responds that it is
the same as the late king of pop, Michael Jackson: “May he 1'esf in peacé.”

' He shares a couple more things wi-th the pop legend, including a first name
and a life intertwined® with a Iove_ of the performing arts. _

Di Stasio is an education specialist with years of experience teaching and
facilitating™ at schools in Australia and Japan, from elementary to university
level. In Tokyo, his home of nearly_ a decade, Di Stasio works tirelessly to
promote and implement™® positive methods to empower young people.

- One of the important ways he does this is through his role as a producer
with Rock Challenge Japan, a branch of the international organization Globalr
Rock Challenge. |

The Rock Challenge combines dance, drama, music and design for a youth
“mini musical” competition. Each year, participatiﬁg schools do everything from
designing sets, 6h0redgraphing* dances and manufacturing costumes to raising
funds in a hands-on™ manner for their own productions. On the final show day,
schools perform for a live audience of their peers®, families and community

 members.

One of the main objectives is to use performing arts to increase awareness
of social issues among young people and address antisocial behavior. More than
1.5 million elementary and high school students around the globe have hit.the -
stage through Rock Challenge since its inception™ in 1980 in Australia.

Here in Japan, there have been two previous fully sponsored Rock Challenge
showcase® events involviﬁ_g hundreds of students. Di Stasio and his team of
volunteers drive Rock Challenge Japan through rehearsing, planning, promoting
and finding sponsorships where they can. | '

Di Stasio’s ’dedication to such initiatives is a result of his past. A nurturing
family environment and a series of fateful opportunities, including a chance
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encounter with a childhood hero, are key elements that have shaped Di Stasio’s

ambitious outlook.

His childhood was infused* with music from the start. “Dad played operatic
music from when we were babies, mom sang to us. My mother has always been
a beautiful singer, but she didn’t have opportunity in her youth— she was a
Ferrari parked in a garage.”

When he took up playmg the clarinet at the age of 11, Di Stasio 1ecalls how
his parents were always there to support him.

“Our parents would attend almost every one of their kids’ concerts. They

were never too busy. They were very selfless pz_trents," he says.

“My father came from Italy at 19 years of age with nothing but one bag and
4 couple of pennies in his pocket and brought up a very big family in Australia.
His passion was to see his children do a hig step up from where he was. Both
ﬁarents fed our enthusiasm.... ft was their style to just watch, nurture,
encourage ... and give us an occasmnal kick in the pants

So stmng were his txes to home that Di Stasio was 18 or 19 when he had his
first meal outside of a family member's home

“When I went to restaurants in my 205, I thought, ‘Why didn’t mom and dad
do this ... with us? And then in my 30s and 40s I thought, ‘They were correct!
The best time is at home.”” _

Watching music programs on television with his family, Di Stasio developed
a strong admiration for several wellknown personalities, including the late
Australian film composer Brian May.

Through a major stroke of luck®, an acquaintance introduced Di Stasio whén
he was still a high school student to his hero. - May gave hiin experience in his
studio, and the two eventually became friends and remained in touch throughout
the rest of the composer’s life, until he passed away in 1997: |

“It was May that made me want to be a musician,’ says Di Stasio.

{Adapted from “Reachmg Young People w1th Music,” The Japan Times (Sep. 27, 2009).)
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*7  intertwined: MHEAED ?-'C: facilitate: XI5

implement: #2435 choreograph: BWofiT293

hands-on: EWEHOT, EHEMESTS  peer: R, KA

inception: BH#A showcase: E%ﬁ%a@'

infuse: /=9 _ stroke of luck: #iﬁ@%ﬁﬂ
Questions

1. What are the three things Di Stasio has in common with Michael Jackson?

2. Fill in the blanks in the following passage that describes Global Rock

Challenge and Di Stasio’s commitment to it.

Global Rock Challenge is an international organization that ndain!y aims
at (1) ' |

through the power of music. In Japan, Michael Di Stasio supports its events

by (2)

3. When did Michael Di Stasio start to live i Tolyo?
(A) About ten years ago. |

(B) In the year when Michael Jackson died.

€ In 1980.

(D) When he was nineteen years old. -
4. Who does the underlined phrase “a childhood hero” refer to?

{8) Michael Jackson (B) Di Stasio’s father
{C) Michael Di Stasio ‘ (D) Brian May
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5. In the context of the text, what does the underlined sentence “They were -

never too busy” mean?

(A) Both of Di Stasio’s parents had a job, but their jobs were not very

demanding. | |

(B Both of DiJStasio’S parents were pari-time musicians who had plenty of
“time to eat every meal at home. |

(C) Both of Di Stasio’s parents were always willing to put aside their work
to attend their children’s performances. '

D) Both of Di Stasio’s parents were so hard at work that they could not pay

enotigh attention to their children.

6. The following is a sumfnary of Di Stasio’s family background. Choose the
most appropriate word for each blank from the box below. Do not use the

same word more than once.

His family environment helped shape his ( () ) attitude to life. His life
was ( @ ) of music from the start. When he was a baby, his father played
operatic music and his mother sang Iove!Sr songs. She had a genuine talent, but
was ( @ ) in opportunitieé in her youth. A

When his fathér came to Ausiralia, all he had was one bag and a few
pennies. He really wanted his children to be more ( @ . ) than he was. Both
parents encouraged thelr children to do whatever they wanted to, but, when
the- children seemed fo need help, they were always ( ©® ) tolend a hand. In

 retrospect, his parents were ( ® ) of their children.

full fateful lacking ready
relaxing energetic supportive indifferent
successful
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When I landed in Bangkok, [ was met by my friend Davis, who had lived in
Thailand for five years. Driving back from the airport, Davis gave me-essential
-advice for getting along in Bangkok. “There are Ffour rules you must never break

) while you are in Thailand,” he said. “Firét, if you are in a temple, néver climb on
a statue of Buddha.” | V

“Okay.”

“Second, always keep yoﬁr head lower than the head of a Buddha statue.” -

“Okay.” -- '

“Third, never touch a Thai person on the head.”

“Ol«:ay(.l’E A

“Fourth, if jfour feet are lifted off the floor, never allow them to point at a
Thai person, That's very insulting.”
- “Okay,” I said. Personally, I thought that these circumstances were pretty
unlikely. I told Davis I thought I could get through my visit to Bangkok without

breaking any of his injunctions.
(2 :

“I doubt it,” he said, gloomily. “I don’{: think it’s going to be so easy.”
Next he instructed me in how to say my street address in Thai. I was
staying at Davis’s house; he explained that I had to be able to tell a taxi driver

(3)
- where to go, and since the driver wouldn't understand English or read Thai -

writing, there was nothing to do but commit the oral address to memory, I still

* remember it: Sipet, Sulhumuvit soi yee-sip.

Davis’s house was beautifui. I was introduced to the servants, ‘z'emi.nded to
remove my shoes at the front door, and shown to my bedroom on the second
floor. |

“Now, the Buddha in yoﬁr room has been moved,” Davis said.- “We've put it
on top of the armoire®, which is the tallest piece of furniture in the room, but in
your case I don’t know if — al, no, you see, you're still taller than the Buddha
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when you stand. That’s not good. I'll speak to the servants.”

“What about?”

“Well, I think they'll agree to make a special case for you, since youre so
tall.l But it would help if you would sort of hunch over® when you're in the room,
so you won’t be taller than the Buddha any more than necessary.” |

I thought, “This is a single bedroom. No one is ever going to see me in here.
I am all alone in here, and Davis is telling me to stay hunched over because of
the Buddha.” It seemed a little crazy, but I said I would try.

1 thought perhaps Davis was kidding me, but he wasn’t. The Thais are
wonderful, easygoing people, but they take their religion seriously, and they are

not, in these matters, tolerant of foreigners.

So the servants were spoken to, and I hunched over in the privacy of my
bedroom. But, technically, one of the foui rules was already broken.

The next day we were walking down a Bangkok street, and we passed some
yo‘ung. kids. They were cute and f1'iendly as théy grouped around us; I patted one
on the head. |

“Ah ah ah,” Davis said.

Two of four broken.

- Davis explained. “Buddhists believe the head, the highest part of the body,
is sacred and shouldn’t be touched, It's barely acceptable with I;ids, but don’t
ever touch an adult that way. I’'m serious. In fact,A it’s better not to touch an
adult Thai at all.”

Chastened®, 1 said all right. That night we were at a dinner party, and I
was talking with a Thai cameraman. Then the hostess called us in for dinner.
Werwalked together, and when we came to th-e door, I gestured for him to go
through first, and put my hand on his shoulder, to ease him through. It was a
very natural, casual gesture. The cameraman stiffened for a fraction of a
second, then went through the door.

I looked over. Davis was shaking his head.
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So, this second rule was more difficult than I had imagined. I had to watch

my natural tendency to touch people.
After dinner, we sat on pillows, around a low, round table. There was a Thai
. woman across the table from me. She was rather aloof®, talkirig to someone
else. As the night went on, she began to give me dirty looks. Later she'd break

(5) , :
off her conversation at intervals to frown at me. I didn’t know what her problem

was.

“Michael,” Davis said. “Ahah ah”

I looked down at myself, Everything seemed okay.

“Feet,” Davis prompted.

I was sitting on a pillow, leaning 5ack on my elbows on the ground. My legs
were crossed. My\feet_ were fine. No holes in my socks.

“Michael L |

Because my legs were crossed, one foot was off the floor —and peinting at
the Thai woman. She was giving me dirty looks beéause my fool was pointing at
her, _

I uncrossed my legs, put them flat on the floor. The woman smiled
pleasantly.

“Try and keep your feet on the floor,” Davis advised. “It’s really the only
way.” .

Three out of four rules broken,

At least I didn’t breal the fourth rule. Tourists are jailed in Thailand for

that.

() —
(Adapted from Michael Crichton, Travels, 1988.)

*  armoire: KEREXEALT hunch over: F&ghlF2
chastened: KEHULT aloof: XZXEL W
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Aldershot University Student Accommodation
The Aldershot University Accommodation Office offers three types of

accommodation as detailed below.,

€ The Old Boathouse

The Old Boathouse is the most exclusive

of our student accommodation. It is situated
on the treelined banks of the beautiful Flower

River, and  provides small single rooms

for 24 students  in four, six-person urisex

apartments, each with a shared kitchen and
bathroom. The Cld Boathouse is 15 minutes
on foot, or 5 minutes by bicycle, from the main gate of the university.
Rent per month: 200 pounds™,
Other Facilities and Services: Kitchen and bathroom cleaning dally, coirr

operated laundrette, communal® room with television.

€ Exeter Halls | : ' T

Our newest halls has 400 self-contained seff-catering® .
apartments with their own kitchenette, bathroom and toilet.
While compact, Exeter Halls” rooms have full central heating, g

television aerial™ socket, and Internet access. Situated in

the centre of our modermn campus, Exeter Halls represents

‘convenience at a reasonable price. Please note that all

floors are mixed-sex, and open to the public.
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Rent per month: 300 pounds,

Other Facilities and Services: Coin-operated - laundrettes, apartment

cleaning twice weekly, elevators, Internet access.

€ Redmond Halls

“Redmond Halls has 200 double rooms, | |~7 42 m ————*{

with accormmodation for males and females ' CLOSET/
DRESSER.

provided on alternate floors. Catering is
provided in a'large modern cafeteria. The
commﬂnal faciities provide for a friendy
welcoming atmosphere. : The'locatinn at the
“North  of our wban campus allows

occlpants to walk to class in under 10

minutes,

Rent per month: 210 pounds inclusive ofl three meals per day.

‘Other Facilities and Services: Launcry service, table terris room, ful

catering, shared bathrooms and showers, Internet access.

Hp
ﬂ!il;

Johm:
Roger:

Johre

Roger:

Mary:

Roger:

Mary:
Roger:

So, you first, Roger. Where do you want to stay and why?

My mind is made up. @

You mean you can’t cook!

Okay, true. But I have another reason. @

We'd rather make our friends elsewhere. 3 ?
No problem. If my roommate doesn’t make too much noise at night!

Anyway, @

You can’t compare because the fees don’t include the same things.
Yeah, true, but you can’t eat on less than 10 pounds a month, so it
has to be Redmond Halls.
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Johin:

Well, I guess that is the one for you. We, however, don’t mind

spending money on good accommodation.

" Roger: Okay, so, where do you two want to live?

John:  “The most exclusive” sounds gobd.

Mary: But®

Roger: | Not only in the Old Boathouse.. The bedrooms in the other two are
‘about the same, per person.

Johr:.  Yes. But, well, the most _important thing for me is location. Firstly,

Roger: It does not say which way the windows are facing.

John.  True, but also, secondly, @ i

Roger: What is wrong with campus?

Mary:  It'd be convenient. |

John:  I'd like a change, that's all. I'm goi.ng to apply straight away, because

Rogerr Yes, you are right. The other two have exactly the same number.
Well, how about you, Mary? |

Mary: DI’'m attracted to Exeter, because I'm looking for somewhere safe and
secure, But I don’t want @ That sounds a bit
scary.

Roger: Well, you are out of luck, ﬁnfortunately; the Boathouse is off campus,
| Exeter has no front doors, and.in Redmond you have to share a room.
Mary: Redmond sounds okay. My roommate would surely be a girl. But I’

want to cook for myself so I'm not staying there. And, @
To help me with my studies. A
Johr: It does not say that the Old Boathouse does not have it.
Mary:  But they would mention it if they did — the others do.
*  pound(s): R R FVUADEE) © communal: 2EF®

self-catering: HIRD aerial: 7 5
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M—2 Jane Smith %, Aldershot University W ALSET A% T, The Old Boathouse
ADAREZRFL TWET, Jane Smith 48 Accommodation Office I Bgbhe
BT B A—NOELE, FHHETTRIERIV, FLCEUTOO~@ONEEE
HHTE, EATHEERTICONTE, MT-128FKLTbi, (40

EYICES RERBRD~DiF, TATNHIET HRERCEEREL.)
O TWRWEEEIPNTHOEDEONBE£T 5

O BEEORELOVTOMVADE

Q® ARZEOBLILIDWTOMOWADE

@ ARTMERHOREbE

A=A -

Dear Accommodation Officer,

I am thinking of applying for a room in the 01d

Boathouse. @D

@
&)

@

I look forward to hearing £from you.

Sincerely,

Jane Smith
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