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I ROFEZWEBZEFHA, TNENOTHEEOEKREHAEBETELRI,

(A) Human beings are good at finding all the ways in which to be creative within
prescribed limits — painting inside a rectangular frame, writing in iambic

pentameters or composing a sonnet. Scientists sometimes like to study how

that creativity occurs, what it achieves, and where else to look for inspiration.

Many artists are nervous about scientific analysis. They fear its success,

worried that art might lose its power, or they might be diminished, if the

psychological roots of their work and its impact on us were exposed.

(Bl From a broad range of early cultures, extending back to about a million
years, natural objects began to be used as tools and implements to supplement

or enhance the capacities of the hand. For example, the hand is capable of

clawing soil to dig out an edible root, but a digging stick or clam shell is also

capable of being grasped to do the job more easily, in a sustainable manner,

reducing damage to fingers and nails.
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I kOEXEZFAT, UTORBICEALIWN,

Evervone knows that we Brits treat our dogs better than our children, and
we are often reminded that the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) was founded in 1824. sixty years before the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Is it deeply meaningful that the SPCA went on
to become the Royal Society (RSPCA) while the children’s society still waits for
that honor?

(@

What, then, lies behind this remarkable but apparently sincere attachment
we have to our dogs? The truth is, we seem more able to freely express
ourselves with animals than we are with other people. Kate Fox, the British
social commentator, pondering on this aspect of the Brits’ relationship with their
pets, explains convincingly, “ur(l?ike our fellow Englishmen, animals are not
embarrassed or put off by our un-English displays of emotion.”

The word dog itself is peculiarly native to Britain and comes from an obscure
0ld English past. The alternative Germanic term, hound, refers mainly to
hunting dogs. In feudal society, such dogs might be given special treatment by
their lordly master and be fed from his table. But lesser dogs out in the yard had
a rougher time, and our language is crammed with phrases suggesting that a
dog’s life, at least up to the nineteenth century, was a miserable fate: dog-tired,
dogsbody, going to the dogs, die like a dog, and so on. For the most part, dogs
were treated with contempt and sometimes cruelty. Even the question, “What

was it like?” might produce the answer, “An absolute dog!” No positive qualities
(c

here, then.

In curious contrast, the modern reality is that the British treat dogs with

(d)
huge affection, looking on them as beloved companions and having lifelong bonds

with them. The British adore the legendary image of a dog’s faithfulness and
literal doggedness.

(i)

Nature seems to provide plenty of evidence to justify this attitude. Endless
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anecdotes suggest that dogs are strangely and deeply__ attuned to their owners,
with some observers believing their pets have\psychj((:mpowers. The researcher
and scientist Rupert Sheldrake, for exarr(i;le, has conducted surveys to
demonstrate that dogs (among other pets) waiting at home know the moment
their owners leave the office and begin their homeward journey.

So what is a British dog’s life like these days? Some commentators think the
sense of the phrase has gradually changed and now means to have a cosseted
and Con(]?ortable existence, rather than the opposite. I am quite sure the Queen’s
corgis would agree with that.

However, this cozy impression is not borne out by our behavior in the real

(iif)
world. According to a 2013 survey, the incidence of stray and abandoned dogs in

England was estimated at around 111,(8%0. What's going on here? Two extremes
of behavior meeting in a confused national psyche? It does seem that, in their
attitudes to animals and children, we find one of the paradoxes of the British
temperament.

All the same, there is one common expression which continues to suggest a
bond between human and animal that is more than mere friendship: “Love me,
love my dog.” Or rather, in practice, “Love my dog, love me.” Watch dog
owners meeting in a public park and you will see how it works. Better than a

(&
dating agency any time.
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(1) friendliness (0) persistence

(N pertinence (@ wildness

(ii) attuned to
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