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RO Z2FHAT, REICEABRS Y,

To many consumers, it is hardly a secret that the Asia-Pacific region has
developed into the most dynamic wireless market in the world over the past
decade. In Japan, half a dozen internationally operating companies provide
services and products that are used by over 65 per cent of the population on a
daily basis. Cell-phones are as popular as television and more popular than
personal computers. Market penetration by cell-phones has occurred regardless

(0
of consumers’ age and sex. In fact, finding a Japanese person who does not

own and use a cellphone regularly is becoming increasingly difficult.
Particularly the numerous functions available in cell-phones today have turned
them into incredibly attractive devices for communication and entertainment.

2 Cell-phones originally included basic functions, such as  address books,
calculators, calendars and perhaps alarm clocks. Nowadays, sending and
receiving messages, pictures or video clips are among the most regularly used
features. Digital camera and video recording functions are found on most
current cell-phone models. Also, Internet access is becoming more common
although the cost for such services is still relatively high. The latest
generation of cell-phones can download ring-tones, sound files and games,
which can be played on the phone. Unfortunately, excessive use of these
features can easily bother people sitting or standing near inconsiderate cell-
phone users.

Therefore, widespread use of cell-phones has made it necessary to
introduce a cell-phone code of conduct. Appropriate use of a cell-phone in

3
public is controlled by a set of written and unwritten rules and regulations.

Primarily focusing on noise reduction, these rules and regulations typically ask

users to avoid cell-phone operation in libraries, and on trains, buses and

airplanes. However, air-traffic regulations emphasize safety over politeness.
Most recently, the safety issue of drivers taking their eyes off the road
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and hands off the wheel to use their cell-phones has received significant

attention both in the media and among politicians. Driving is a complex task

and any lack of concentration, however brief it may be, can result in a driver

losing control of a vehicle. Not surprisingly, cell-phone use has reportedly led

to fatal accidents. Hot debate followed the laws that had been passed to
eliminate cell-phone use by drivers. Since there is no doubt that cell-phones are
here to stay, it will only be a matter of time until they become a point of

controversy again.

{¥) ring-tones = EEF
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(A} Cell-phones have penetrated the Japanese market because their
features make them very attractive.

(B Consumers of all ages tend to buy more than one cell-phone because
of very clever marketing by cell-phone companies.

(C) In Japan, consumers’ age and sex influence how cell-phones penetrate
the market.

(D) In the Asia-Pacific wireless market, the number of cell-phones has
been increasing.

(E} No matter whether Japanese people are young or old, or male or

female, most of them have and use a cell-phone.

B 2 TREQOREGFEIERT DEEHERLFNSKEH LI W,

Bl 3 THRHESOWNEZETENEL THEDENYRDDE, AHNS—Ek
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Bl 5 AXOAELERTHHOEROA~EDD BEM5—DEY, &LHTEA
IEE,
{A) Car accidents related to cell-phone use have received significant public
attention.
(B) In Japan, personal computers are more popular than cell-phones.
{C) It is not illegal to use a cell-phone while driving.
(D) Politicians and the media rarely discuss the topic of cell-phones.

(E)  Young people use cell-phones more than any other age group.
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There have been many changes occurring in the Japanese economy and
these changes have had various consequences on other aspects of Japanese
society. Ior instance, many Japanese people feel that their incomes have been
becoming less equal. After poll results were published, members of the
present administration had to answer to accusations of being responsible for
the widening income gap. Economists have suggested that the idea of equal
income distribution in Japan was appropriate 20 years ago. However, now may
be the time to abandon this idea. Economists have also stated that the recent

1)

growth of the income gap may be due to the ongoing transformation of the
2)
Japanese society into a more competitive one.

This transformation began with changes in corporate organization. Since

the early 1990s, company structures have changed to reduce personnel cost.
3
Many companies have apparently given up the concept of lifetime employment.

A large number of full-time workers have been replaced by part-timers, many
of whom have no claim to retirement benefits or health insurance. Factories
have been moved overseas, where lower labor costs allow for higher profits.
These efforts are intended to recreate the Japanese economy by making it
more competitive, Competition has also been encouraged within companies
through the introduction of a performance-based salary system. Performance
rewards, which were previously uncommon, have increased motivation among
workers. This newly found motivation has generated a certain level of desire
for better schooling because of the opportunities that exist for skilled workers
to obtain profitable positions. To keep this newly competitive labor market fair

@ )
and open, equality of educational opportunities is necessary.

However, access to education commonly is tied to family income as rich
parents can afford to send their children to famous and more expensive
schools. If this connection is ignored, it could produce a situation in which
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only children of rich parents can receive the education required to get well-paid
jobs later in life. Provided that education is accessible to children independent
of their parents’ income, the change into a more competitive society may boost
career opportunities for any aspiring individuals.

Economists tend to agree that the income gap is common in this age of
globalization. No one can deny that competition usually brings about greater
income variation. The widening income gap, caused in part by increased

competition, is perhaps the price the people have to pay for the revival of the

Japanese economy. Only the future will tell if this is a price worth paying.
5)
i) boost = ARKEIHE3B
B 1 TEROONBRERTEDEZAXHN S —EFtkEH LRSI WY,

B2 THRBOICX->THEUEHKLL TAXHFIZBRRENTNDE Z EZ2RD
A~EDS B 5 —DFEY, /S TEARI N,
(A) The income gap in Japan has been growing.
(B The income gap in Japan has not been growing.
(C) The Japanese are confident about finding a job easily.
(D) The unemployment rate in Japan has been decreasing.

(E) The unemployment rate in Japan has been increasing.

B3 TRECOHMZERTAFEEL TERIHIZBRSNTNS I LZRD
A~BEDS B 5—DEY, E/FTEHEARIWN,
{A) Companies have fired many unproductive managers.
(Bl Companies have hired numerous illegal immigrants.
(C) Companies have narrowed down their variety of products.
(D) Companies have not moved any of their factories overseas.
(E) Companies have replaced full-timers with part-timers.
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(A) Children without the necessary educational background can be placed

with famous and better paying companies by their wealthy parents.

(B Japanese children can be more independent and find suitable jobs only
if they receive appropriate education.
©

D

Only those who are highly educated can survive in the age of

globalization, which demands foreign-language and communication skills.

E)

People who do not have access to education would be at a
disadvantage.

Performance rewards are offered only to university-educated company
employees.

M5 THEOZ, this 2AHETOOZHLSNILT, HAEFHFITRLEI L,

Bl 6 AXORBREATLENDHDERDODA~EDDI B S —D2
AIREWN,

EETE

Tl

(A) Economists suggest that a competitive society brings about more
variation in income.
B

©
D
E)

In part, salaries have come to depend on how well employees perform
their duties.

Many part-timers are not entitled to health insurance.
More part-time workers are joining the Japanese workforce.

People can expect to continue working for one company until they
retire.
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Japanese people are generally considered the healthiest in the world.
According to the World Health Organization, they can expect to live longer, on
average, than any other group of people on earth. This long life expectancy
has often been attributed to the Japanese diet and eating habits. However, the
Japanese diet and eating habits have been changing recently and the effects of
these changes are causing alarm.

Traditionally, the Japanese cuisine is widely regarded as one of the
healthiest in the world. Quite often, Japanese food is served raw or cooked
lightly. These days, however, the traditional Japanese diet has been giving way
to a more varied cuisine. Non-traditional Japanese food, such as pasta and
hamburgers, is becoming as common for the average Japanese person as soba
and sushi. In addition to greater variety, Japanese people today are eating
more fatty foods. The Japanese also have begun to change their diet away
from fresh and raw food towards highly processed meals. It is not uncommon
for Japanese children to eat hamburgers, deep-fried chicken and pizza. The
popularity of such foods is evident in the increasing number of fast food
restaurants that have opened in Japan, many of which are attracting not only
teenagers but also families.

The changing eating habits are also cause for concern. In the past, a
member of the family used to spend considerable time shopping for fresh
ingredients and preparing daily meals for the family. Today, more people live
alone in comparison to previous decades. The practice of shopping for food
and preparing fresh meals, which was formerly performed by one person in a
household, often proves to be too difficult a daily task for the individual person.
Many of today’s busy working couples do not have enough time to prepare
decent meals for themselves or their children. As a consequence, ready-made
meals and fast food restaurants are becoming more common.
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The changes in the Japanese diet and eating habits have begun to affect

the health of the people. Indeed, the Japanese are getting fatter; statistics

currently show that there are 24 per cent of Japanese over 15 years of age who

are believed to be overweight. There has also been an increase in the rate of

diagnosed diabetes in c'hildren and adults. Leading experts believe that the life

expectancy in Japan is going to become shorter on account of this shift in diet

and eating habits.

i£) diagnose = ZWid % diabetes = ¥R
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Bl  Question: What do you want to study at Hokkaido University?

Answer: | want to study biology at Hokkaido University.

(1) Which two factors have often been considered responsible for the long

life of Japanese people?

(2) What three changes have been taking place to the Japanese diet?

(3) Why does the author think fast food restaurants are gaining

popularity in Japan?

(4) What evidence supports the statement in the last paragraph, “the

Japanese are getting fatter”?
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(A) encouraging physical activity

(B limiting advertising of certain kinds of food

(C) promoting education on proper diet
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(1)

Professor (P): Before we begin today, I have a question for you. Do you
believe that a group of people, such as an indigenous population, should
be granted customary rights even if such rights do not promote
equality, or put the environment or a species at risk?

Student (S): Whaf do you mean by “customary rights"?

P: “Customary rights” are additional rights given to a group of people in
order to preserve their traditional practices. For example, the Maori
are the first group of people who settled in New Zealand and they are
often referred to as New Zealand’s indigenous population. One of the
Maori’s many traditional practices is fishing, specifically the native
species of fish found around New Zealand. Their people have been
fishing the seas for many generations, and the acts of fishing and
eating certain kinds of fish are a part of their cultural tradition.
Because of this practice, one of their customary rights is the right to
fish.

S: Doesn’t everyone have the right to fish in New Zealand?

P: Yes, they do. However, the Maori have additional rights owing to their
customs. They are permitted to fish some species that are considered
at risk of being endangered. They are also permitted to fish in areas
which are environmentally protected.

S: Isn't that against the law?

P: You're correct. For some people, fishing in such areas is illegal. The
Maori, however, are allowed to carry out their traditional practices,
such as fishing in certain protected areas, under customary rights.
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S: That isn’t fair!

P: There are restrictions on these customary rights. For example, they
can only catch and keep a small number of fish and each one must be
at least of a certain size.

S: What will happen if they want to sell the fish? For example, if they
wanted to make some money for their people, they could get a good
price at the market if there is a limited amount of a particular kind of
fish.

P: They are not licensed to profit from their customary rights.

S: Still, T don't think that this is fair.

P: Before you form an opinion, there are a few other points you should
consider. First, the Maori population is not large and there are not so
many fishermen among this group of people as to further endanger the
species of fish. Second, the Maori fishermen understand the situation
of the fish population and the decreasing availability of certain species.
The Maori may impose their own rules on fishing in order to sustain the
current numbers of fish. This, in turn, would sustain their cultural
heritage while avoiding the effects of overfishing.

S: But if they don’t want to overfish, why don’t they just observe the rules
set out by the government for the whole population?

P: Because they are someone else’s rules. To be more specific, the Queen
of England signed a treaty with the Maori in the nineteenth century and
agreed that while the authority to govern New Zealand was given to the
Queen, the Maori would retain their customary rights. Today, the
Maori still practice their customary rights, one of which is fishing. The
groups of European immigrants who moved to New Zealand cannot
make laws to take away these rights, according to the original
agreement between the Queen and the Maori.
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S: I believe they should keep their customary rights, as originally agreed
by the Queen of England. Nevertheless, I think all citizens should have

the same rights.

#£) indigenous population = J&fFER
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The professor starts her lecture with the topic of customary rights, which
are described as (1 ) rights enjoyed by a group of people in order to
preserve their traditions. She gives (2 ) of the unique fishing right given
to the Maori in New Zealand. The Maori are people who settled in New
Zealand many years ( 3 ) the arrival of Western people. Because the sea
and sea life had become an important part of the ( 4 ) culture, fishing is
one of their customary rights. There are two controversial points to this
practice. First, the Maori can fish many more species of fish and they can fish
in marine areas from which other New Zealanders are restricted, ( 5 ) they
don’t fish too much and the size of the fish is large enough. Second, the law
prohibits other New Zealanders ( 6 ) fishing the same species while the
Maori enjoy this privilege. The student does not think that this measure is
(7 ). The professor points out that the Maori population carrying out
these traditional practices is not large enough to affect the environment. It
also may be the case that the Maori themselves ( 8 ) the environmental
issues. The reason for this group (9 ) additional fishing rights separate
from the state legislation lies in New Zealand history. The Maori kept their
customary rights ( 10 ) for giving the Queen of England the authority to
rule New Zealand. Although the student admits that the Maori should keep
their rights, he is not entirely satisfied with the New Zealand situation, stating

that (11 ) citizen should be given equal rights.

(A) against (B as long as (C) change D consider
E) every (F) anexample (G exceptional ({H extreme
(Il following (J) from K has (L) having

M in exchange (N) in spite of ©) instead (P) Maori

@ most (R) prior to (S) reasonable (T) reasonably
U a theory V) Western
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