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ROFEXL#FHAT, BRENTEZRET W,

I'd just arrived at Reykjavik airport in Iceland and headed straight for the
rental car desk. [ was second in line and the man ahead of me was just
passing in his keys. “Two weeks’ rental. That comes to €3, 900, sir.” A quick
calculation in my head told me that he had paid nearly ¥500, 000. I wondered
whether he had rented a fleet of luxury cars.

Hardly. Ten days later, upon finishing my tour of Iceland and paying
¥125, 000 for my minicar, I realized just how expensive Iceland can be. “Why
is it so expensive?” I asked the car rental clerk as I reluctantly passed him my
credit card. He replied, “Next week at the start of September, tourism drops
off a cliff. Your car will sit in the parking lot for the next ten rr(llcinths.”

Summer is definitely the time to travel around Iceland’s coast on the ring
road. In particular, August is the only month when the entire route is
guaranteed to be free of snow and ice. Having daylight for close to twenty
hours a day is another bonus for going in the “expensive season.” There are
no guarantees for a smooth road though, with several sections unpaved and at
least one part on the east coast which is not meant for a minicar, even though
mine managed to make it through. Side trips off of the roughly 1, 500 km ring
road added another 1,000km to my travels, but there was no question of

@
tackling the cross-island road that goes between two of the major glaciers.

This road is only for the well-equipped. Perhaps the customer who paid
¥500, 000 had rented one of the many powerful vehicles with huge tires that
are needed to tackle the rough roads that cross Iceland’s rocky central
highland. Venturing over these roads is not a light-hearted undertaking.
Getting stuck is a distinct possibility with no guarantee that another vehicle
will come along any time soon, unless (again) you go in August.

August’s double-edged sword rears its head again when it comes time to
)

bed down. Given that the main tourist season is essentially two months long
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(July and August), there are not many hotels outside of Reykjavik, and, those
@

that do exist charge rates in line with August car rentals, if you can manage to

find one with a vacant room. An alternative is the farm houses and school
dormitories which open their doors in summer and provide reasonable
accommodation, although not at bargain rates. The cheapest option is
camping, and many grounds are dotted along the ring road. However, as
Iceland is located near the Arctic Circle in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean,
the chances of windy and rainy weather are better than even. Having said
that, luckily it rained only once during my ten days.

The rewards of driving around Iceland’s ring road in August far outweigh
concerns about costs and weather. Magnificent waterfalls, dramatic fjords,
and glaciers that meet the sea, all greet the driver without him or her even
having to get out from behind the wheel. But one would miss a lot if one didn’t
venture out to take a closer look at some of Iceland’s marvels. This tragically
treeless island, as big as Hokkaido and Kyushu combined, offers many basics
of the ecotourist menu including an abundance of hiking trails, whale
watching, and glacier trekking,

Upon departure, I asked the same car rental clerk how locals managed to

)
make ends meet. “Things get cheaper in the off-season,” he replied.

¥) glacier=XK#  fjord=7 ¢ IV B

B 1 FTHEBOEREANICIES WS ZEh, ARETHHALRI N,

B2 THREQOISICEENESBHZAABETHHALRI N,
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B 3 THBOTEEMNEKL TVWALERELTEDEYRBOEZUTAS 1D
BY, WETEARIN,
(A) August is a bad month to travel because of the wind and rain.
(B) August is the best month to travel, but there are drawbacks.
(C) Travelers can either stay in hotels, or go camping in August.

(D) Hotels and car rentals are too expensive in August.
Bl 4 T#HEADZ, those NMETHDEHASLSMNIIL T, HAEBITRRLBEZ N,

M5 FTRECOEKICES LS, BYRAFETUTO 3 DOZEMERL,
XEFERLEIN,
ZARIZC A DD B )DL, TAAT>RDALIFTESIRS T
( C YLTWBDMN,

M6 AXONEFEELTELVWHDELUTMNS 2 DEY, ETEARIWN,

() The author will have to leave his car in a parking lot for a long time.

=)

It snowed a lot during the author’s trip.

@

The author got stuck while driving.

g€ &

It can be difficult to find a place to stay during summer in Iceland.

8

It’s often rainy and windy in Iceland.

c)

The author didn’t get out from behind the wheel of the car while

taking in the sights.

I

CETE

T

B 7 AXONBEEZRDHBEISELTVBEY A MILEUTIRAS 1 DEY,
AREW, ’
(A) Iceland by Minicar

=

Summer in Reykjavik

—_—

Fascinating Budget Destination: Iceland

S a

Eco-tourism in Summer

8

Expensive Rewards: Summer in Iceland
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ROTELZHAT, RENTEZIRE N,

In 1995, two important events occurred in our family. That summer,
construction was completed on our new home. Bright, spacious, set in a cozy
lot complete with mossy stones and a small stand of bamboo, it was the home
that my wife and I had dreamed of since our marriage 15 years earlier. Years

of hard work and financial restraint had paid off, and we thought of our home

not only as an oasis of calm for our family in the middle of a busy city, but
also as an investment, and a just reward for our years of sacrifice.

The second event happened a few months later. Our five-year-old twins, a
girl and a boy, started complaining of itching. Red spots appeared on their
bodies. My wife, a normally tireless woman who ran her own business with
great enthusiasm, started complaining of fatigue and severe headaches. I
started to notice that I was experiencing difficulty with breathing, but only at
home—never at the office or while out and about.

We took our children to specialists after our family doctor was unable to
make a diagnosis. While prescribed creams (1 ) some of the itching, the
spots continued to appear. Other children at their nursery school began to
avoid our son and daughter, making fun of their spots and refusing to play
with them. They were miserable. My wife asked a pharmacist to recommend
something for her headaches and fatigue. She followed his advice, but the
symptoms ( 2 ). Things got so bad that her work began to be affected,
and she began to feel depressed.

Realizing that all of these problems had begun after moving into our new
home, and had worsened after the weather cooled and we had stopped keeping
the windows open, I began to wonder about the quality of air in our home. I
did a bit of research, and found that we were not alone—others were
experiencing these types of problems after moving into new houses. In fact, a
man named Hiroyuki Uehara—who had had an experience similar to ours—had
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even coined a term for this phenomenon: “sick house syndrome.”

But just what was it in the house that was causing our illnesses? Perhaps
it was something that could easily be ( 3 ), such as bedding, curtains, or
wallpaper. But what would we do if it happened to be something more
substantial—the flooring, wallboards, or even the very wood that formed the
frame of the house?

Our worst fears were realized when we learned that the wood that had

2)
been used in the house’s frame had been treated with a toxic chemical that

prevents termites (wood-eating insects). Several other poisons were present
as well. We were shocked to learn that at the time our house was built, use of
such chemicals was not ( 4 ). Even now, of the 13 substances known to
cause “sick house syndrome,” only one has been banned.

Since the use of these toxic chemicals was legal when our house was built,
there is little we can do. Some victims have tried negotiating with construction
companies for compensation, but often without success. In our case, we are at
a loss as to what to do. Our health problems became such an issue that we
now have to spend most of our time at my wife’s parents’ apartment in a far-
away suburb. However, the four of us cannot continue to impose upon them in
their two-room apartment for long. But with a 30-year loan for a now

3
worthless house hanging over our heads, we can’t afford to replace the home

or even rent an apartment. No one wants to buy the house, and even if we
tear it down and sell the lot (for a fraction of the amount we owe), disposal of
the materials will be a problem—since they are toxic, they can pollute the soil
and groundwater.

I can’t see this nightmare ending for my family any time soon. However,

)I have to be grateful for the recognition this problem is beginning to receive.

The government and the public are now aware of the problem, thanks to the
work of organizations like the Sick House Syndrome Association. Someday
soon, I hope that families moving into their dream homes will be able to live
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happily—and healthily—ever after.

Bl 1 1~40EMICUTIIESELZUTHLRY, B TEARIN,
(A) persisted (B) prohibited © relieved D replaced

B2 #EEHEA BODBEURBZEZAZFNTNOERBEOFNSRY,
AIRE N,

LHTH

=18

(1) By the underlined part Years of hard work and financial restraint had
0]
paid off, the author probably means:

(A) they had been paid much for their hard work.

(B) they had paid off their loan after many years.

{C) they had received a discount when they bought their house.
(D) they had successfully saved enough to afford the house.

(2) The underlined part Our worst fears were realized means:
@

(A) they discovered they were wrong.
(B) they realized they were scared by their situation.
(©) the worst possible thing that they had expected had happened.
(D) they expected things to be worse.
(3) Choose the two statements that are NOT true.
(A) The author found it difficult to breathe everywhere.
(B Everybody in the author’s family had health problems.
(C) The poisons were used legally.
(D' The problems the family had were especially bad during the
summer.
(E) Doctors did not tell them exactly what was wrong.
(F) The author has a negative outlook about his family’s financial

future.
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M 4 THEYZBERFBICRLERIN,
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(A) Look at the graph and read the paragraphs below it about the
unemployment rate in Japan. Fill in the blank spaces (1}—5) with the
most appropriate words from the list (A-—J) on the next page. Write
the correct letters on your answer sheet. No word should be used more

than once.

Unemployment Rate in Japan

6.0%
50% /\'

40% /—/
0% \/._\\‘\_//

2.0%

0.0% 1 1 1 1 ] 1 1 1 1 1 ] 1 1 1 L 1 1 1 1
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

(source: Web Japan Gateway for All Japanese Information at http://

web-japan.org/stat/index.html)

The graph indicates that from the early 1990s, it became more and more
difficult for people to find jobs in Japan. Unemployment was at its ( 1 ) in
1990 and 1991: around 2.1 percent. Since then, however, it rose ( 2 ). In
fact, the unemployment rate in 2002 was more than double that of 1990.

Unemployment may have begun ( 3 ) as a direct result of Japan’s
economic bubble bursting nearly fifteen years ago. In addition, these days
many young people want to have more free time and are not interested in
looking for jobs. In 2003, the economy in Japan seemed to be getting better, so
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perhaps that is why the unemployment rate dropped. However, some people
( 4 ) that if the economy does not continue to ( 5 ), by the year 2010

more than 10 percent of the Japanese population could be out of work.
(A) highest (B) lowest © get worse D believe

(E) rising (F) considerably (&) improve H hope
(I) occasionally (J) falling
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(B) The graph below shows changes in the number of reported crimes in
Japan from 1990 to 2002. Write a two-paragraph essay in English about
the graph.

(1) Paragraph 1 (about 50 words)

Describe the data shown in this graph.

(2) Paragraph 2 (about 75 words)
Suggest some reasons (at least two) that could explain the changes in

the number of reported crimes shown by the graph.

Reported Crimes in Japan

3,000,000

2,500,000

2,000,000

1,500,000 .
1,000,000
500,000
0 I ! ! i I I

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002

Number of Reported Crimes

(source: Web Japan Gateway for All Japanese Information at

http://web-japan.org/stat/index.html)
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Listen to the recordings, and choose ONE answer from (A) to (D) for

each question. Write it in the correct place on your answer sheet.
The listening section of the test is in four parts: A, B, C, and D.
Each part will be played TWICE, and there will be a two-minute pause
between each part.
You may take notes while the tape is playing.
You may fill in your answer sheet while the tape is playing and after it

has finished.

Part A
(1) The man thinks the woman looks:
A) tall.
(B) nervous.
(© unhappy.
D sleepy.

(2 Which of the following did NOT happen to the woman today?
(A) She had a bad day.
(B) Her project was canceled.
(C) She missed lunch.

(D) She attended a conference.

(3) The woman wants to:
(A} cook dinner.
(B) have the man cook dinner.
(© go out to a restaurant.

(D) order food to be delivered.
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Part B
(1) Where does this conversation take place?
(A) A classroom.
(B) The cafeteria.
(©) The library.
(D) The professor’s office.

(2) What is Brian wondering about?
(A) How to organize his research paper.
(Bl How to do his research.
(© How to analyze his data.
(D) When to hand in the research paper.

(3) What is the FIRST thing Brian should do with the data from his
research?
(A) Label it.
(B) Analyze it.
(C List it.
(D) Give it to Dr. Lopez.

(4) How long should the research paper be?
(A) No more than seven pages.
(B No fewer than seven pages.
(C) About seven pages, excluding graphs.

(D) About seven pages, including graphs.
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Part C
(1) Which of the following best summarizes the passage?
(A)  John paid too much for the bus fare.
(B} The other passengers paid John’s bus fare.
(© John didn’t have enough money for the bus fare.

(D) Some passengers helped John make change for the bus fare.

(2)  Which of the following is NOT true?
(A) The bus fare was 270 yen.
(B) The driver acted annoyed.
(C The passengers were cooperative.

(D The bus departed late.
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Part D
(1) What is one reason stated in the passage why some people support the
death penalty?
(A) There will be few murders because people are afraid of the death
penalty.
(B) It is a moral lesson, showing that murder is wrong.
(© It will make the families of murdered people feel better.

(D) Murderers deserve to die.

(2) Which of the following would the speaker NOT agree with?
(A) Life in prison is a more appropriate punishment than the death
penalty.
(B It is unfortunate that the death penalty is still used.
(C) Only terrible criminals have received the death penalty.

(D) The death penalty is almost as bad as a criminal murdering somebody.

(3) Which title best reflects the content of the passage?
(A) The Case Against the Death Penalty
(B The Death Penalty: Becoming Less Popular
(© Good and Bad Points about the Death Penalty
(D) The Death Penalty in the United States
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