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How do desert plants get water when there is none? There are
three main ways plants can survive in the desert. First, some plants
grow without leaves, which means less area for water to be sucked out
of the plant by the hot sun. Desert plants have also developed special
ways of storing whatever water they can find. One way desert plants
can store water is with é Waxy 'leaf covering that helps keep water
inside the leaf. These plants can survive for months on the water
coilected in just one rainfall.

A second way is by g‘roﬁring very long roots. These roots spread out
* and search for any water they can find. Once they find water, the roots

suck up as much as they can and then hold it, only letting the plant
above the ground have little bits at a time. ‘

- The third way is by sleeping. Some plants can turn off almost
every'thing.anci just lie still, almost as if. dead, waiting for some rain.
When the rain comes, they quickly drink up every drop they can and
then burst back tol life. A few days after it rains, you will see many of

u these typ'es of plants with big green leaves and colorful flowers.
However, after this burst of growﬁh, the plants droi) their seeds and

then go back to sleep.
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Cheng:

Ken:

Cheng:

Ken:

Cheng:

Ken:

Cheng:

Ken:

What a beautiful day! It feels like summer!

Sure, it does! I can’t wait for the summer.- We're taking a

tW(‘)I-Week vacation in August.'

Oh, ére you? Where are you going? _

(1) | @_ 2
Yes, (3)

Haha. How about you? Do yoﬁ have any special plans for
the summer?

@
(5
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Robin was a girl who preferred being by herself or with one of her
good friends. When she had tb give a presentation for school, she never
looked up from the floor. |

One of Robin’s favorite pastimes was readiﬂg. Her best friend was
also a‘ bookworm, and their love of literature cohnected them. They
started to brainstorm ways they could share their passion with others.
‘I thought, “Why not h_ave a book campaign for people who don’t get the
“chance to read?”’ Robin recalled. Her friend agreed that this was a
great idea, and they set out to decide the best place to donate books to.

At. first, they looked 'a_t local organizations, but eventually Robin
stumbled across the African Library Project, a non-profit group that
helps kids run campaigns for book-hungry schools. To take part,
théy’d have to collect at least one thousand books and more thaﬁ five
hundred dollars fo fu.ﬁd the shipping. The Project selected a
destination fér them: a library in Malawi, a SIﬁall nation in the
southeast corner of Africa. _

One of the first people Robin appealed to for helﬁ was an older
cousin, who was a priﬁcipal at a nearby school. Not only did he have .a
. few good sﬁggestions, but he even agreed to donate eight hundred books
frorh his school library.. He also encouraged Robin to reach out to her
own principal for help.

Asking her cousin for hélp was relatively easy, but talking to her

own school’s principal was another challenge entirely. Robin figured

— 3 —



that the more knowledgeable she was about the cherity, the more
convincing she’d be. She-researched the organization and learned all
she could about the peeple she wanted to hefp The pr'incipal however,
dldn’t approve her idea of raising money as part of school events.

Robin wasn’t ready to give up on her project, though. She appealed
to the school’'s community service coordinator, who suggested a few
other or)tions. By the end of the week, Robin and her friend had set up
two collection boxes in the school cafeteria, one for girls and one for boys.
They challenged their classmates te see which gender could raise more
money. Robin’s friends spread the werd, and they pu’s‘ up posters
around the school and the town, requesting money, books or both. At
. 'one point, Robin stood up in front of her brother’s Boy Scout troop and
spoke to the nearly two dozen boys and their parents. By the end of
her talk, the scouts were donating their own money.

By that summer, after six months of work, Robin and her
classmates had collected 1,177 books. She discovered that she’d need
abor_lt six hundred dollars in shipping costs, and since she was a little
short of that, she sold some of the extra be'oks to a used bookstore to
cover the difference. Then she gathered a few friends and family
lmembers, transformed her house into a post room, and the group
skillfully packed twenty-three enormous boxes of books.

When Robin finally delivered the boxes tolthe post office, she felt an
enormous sense of relief. More than anything, though, she felt proud.
That pride turned into confidence, both in herself and in her ability to
accomplish her goals.

( Adapted from Susan Cain, Quiet Power)
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