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The world's languages differ almost unintelligibly. Knowing the English word
“duck” doesn’t help you guess the French canard or Japanese ahiru. But there are
similarities hidden bencath the superficial differences. For instance, human
languages tend to have parts of speech (like nouns and verbs). They tend to have
ways to embed *propositions in other ones. But why?

An influential and appealing explanation is known as universal grammar: Core

similarities across languages exist because they're part of our genetic *endowment.

On this view, 1 . Infants expect to learn a language that has nouns and

verbs, that has sentences with embedded propositions, and so on. This idea could
explain not only why languages are similar but also what it is to be uniquely
human — and, indeed, how children acquire their native language. It may also
seem intuitively plausible, especially to people who speak several languages: If
English (and Spanish and French) have nouns and verbs, why wouldn't every
language? To date, universal grammar remains one of the most visible products of

the field of linguistics.

2 . Over the years, field linguists (they're like field biologists with really

good microphones) have reported that languages are much more diverse than
originally thought. Not all languages have nouns and verbs. Nor do all Janguages
let you embed propositions in others. And so it has gone for basically every proposed
universal linguistic feature. The *empirical foundation has fallen apart from under

universal grammar. We thought there might be universals that all languages

share, and we sought to explain them on the basis of 3 . But as the

supposedly universal features have revealed themselves to be nothing of the sort,

the need to explain them in definite terms has evaporated. As a result, what can

plausibly make up the content of universal grammar has become 4 over time..

At present, there’s evidence that nothing but perhaps the most general

—4—




*computational principles are part of our iInnate language-specific human
endowment.

So it's time to retire universal grammar. It had a good run, but there's nothing
much it can bring us now in terms of what we want to know about human language.
It can't reveal much about how language develops in children — how they learn to
articulate sounds, to infer the meanings of words, to put words together into
sentences, to infer emotions and mental states from what people say, and so on.
And the same is true for questions about how humans have evolved or how we differ
from other animals. There are ways in which humans are unique in the animal

kingdom, and a science of language ought to be trying to understand these. But,

again, universal grammar, wiped out by evidence as it has been, 5

Of course, it remains important and interesting to ask what similarities,

superficial and substantial, tie together the world's languages. There may be hints

there about how human language evolved and how it develops. But 6 is to

set aside its most informative dimension.

Notes:
propositions [k | endowment [EHE, #E/J] empirical [EEERIZFED V-]

computational principle [FH5FHE |

i 1 1 |~ 6 | o®ie#> ok biE)kdor, ToM)~@ndrs
TNETN]L DEPFT—7 LR EW,
1 @ humans are born with a tendency to develop languages with specific
properties

@ humang begin to develop from birth a capacity for speaking a
different kind of language

@ humans seem-to grasp the concept of universal grammar from a very
early stage of development

@ humans naturally tend to share linguistic similarities, such as

vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation

_5_




@ So far, there has been ample evidence which proves universal
grammar

So linguists already know the importance of universal grammar

But evidence has not been kind to universal grammar

However, universal grammar is treated with due respect

acquired conditions @ genetic codes
learning situations @ innate biases
absolutely perfect almost unchanged

progressively modest more aggressive

should not be discussed will not help much

® & ® ®©

can solve some mysteries might uncover its usefulness
the union of universal grammar and its diversity
the breakaway from linguistics

to concentrate on only a linguistic aspect

SEORONC ©@ @ D @ ESROE®,

to ignore its diversity
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7 Which of the following is the most appropriate according to the

paragraphs 1 and 2?

@ There are some characteristics that all languages share, which allow
us to guess the meaning of a word of an unfamiliar language.

. @ Linguists believe that universal grammar helps to explain the

similarities, rather than the differences, of the world's languages.

@ It has been decisively proven that the superficial differences among the
world's languages are more apparent than real.

@ Universal grammar is supposed to give a convincing account of how

European languages are related to each other.

8 Which of the following is the most appropriate according to the

paragraphs 3, 4 and 57

@ Universal grammar might be an illusion, but people believe intuitively
in its existence and its influence on human language.

@ Universal grammar is such an inadequate tool that it can no longer
shed a new light on diverse aspects of human language.

@ Universal grammar can be said to contribute to the realization of how
important linguistic diversity is.

@ All the linguistic endeavors, including the theory of universal grammar,

might be in vain when it comes to explaining human evolution.
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Traffic jam on the highway between Los Angeles and San Francisco: surface
repairs. I spent thirty minutes slowly battling my way through until the chaos was

a distant scene in my rearview mirror. Or so I thought. Half an hour later, I was

again bumper to bumper: more maintenance work. 9 enough, my level of

frustration was much lower this time. Why? Reassuringly cheerful signs along the
road announced: “We're renovating the highway for you!”

The jam reminded me of an experiment conducted by the Harvard psychologist
Ellen Langer in the 1970s. For this, she went into a library and waited at a
photocopier until a line had formed. Then she approached the first in line and said:
“Excuse me, I have five pages. May I use the copy machine?” Her success rate was
60 percent. She repeated the experiment, this time giving a reason: “Excuse me. I

have five pages. May I use the copy machine because I'm in a rush?” In almost all

cases {94 percent), she was allowed to go ahead. Thisis | 10 | :If people are in a

hurry, you often let them cut in to the front of the line. She tried yet another

approach, this time saying: “Excuse me. I have five pages. May I go before you

because | have to make some copies?” The result was | 11 : Even though the

pretext was (a-hem) paper-thin — after all, everyone was standing in line to make
copies — she was allowed to pass to the front of the line in almost all cases (93 percent).

(A) When you justify your behavior, you encounter more tolerance and helpfulness.

It seems to matter very little if your excuse is good or not, Using the simple
validation “because” is sufficient. A sign proclaiming: “We're renovating the

highway for you" is completely redundant. (x)What else would a maintenance

crew be up to on a highway? If you hadn't noticed before, you realize what is going

on once you look out the window. 12 this knowledge reassures and calms you.

After all, nothing is more frustrating than (y)being kept in the dark.

Gate ABT at JFK airport, waiting to board: An announcement comes over the

loudspeaker: “Attention, passengers. Flight 1234 is delayed by three hours.”

Wonderful. Iwalked to the desk to find out why. And came back nomore | 13

_8_




I was furious: How dare they leave us waiting in ignorance? Other airlines have the

decency to announce: “Flight 5678 is delayed by three hours due to operational

reasons.” A throwaway reason if ever there was one, but enough to | 14

It seems people are addicted to the word “because” — so much so that we use it
even when it's not necessary. If you are a leader, undoubtedly you have witnessed
this. If you provide no *rallying call, employee motivation *dwindles. (p)It simply

doesn't make the grade to say that the purpose of your shoe company is to

manufacture footwear. No, today, higher purposes and the story behind the story are
all-important, such as: “We want our shoes to revolutionize the market” (whatever
that means). “Better arch support for a better world!” {(whatever that means). The
manufacturer claims that it is in the happiness business (whatever that means).

If the stock market rises or falls by half a percent, you will never hear the true cause
from stock market commentators — that it is white noise, the culmination of an infinite
number of market movements. No: People want a reason, and the commentator 1s
happy to select one, Whatever explanation he utters will be meaningless — with
frequent blame applied to the *pronouncements of *Federal Reserve Bank presidents.

If someone asks why you have yet to complete a task, it's best to say: “Because 1

haven't got around to it yet.” It's a| 15 | (had you done so, the conversation

wouldn't be taking place), but it usually does the trick without the need to scramble
for more plausible reasons.

One day I watched my wife carefully separating black laundry from blue. As far
as | know, this effort isn't necessary. Both are dark colors, right? Such logic has
managed to keep my clothes run-free for many years. “Why do you do that?" 1
asked. “Because I prefer to wash them separately.” For me, a perfectly fine answer.

Never leave home without “because.” (¢)This unassuming little word greases the

wheels of human interaction. Use it freely.

Notes:
rallying call [AT-~7 >, #1375 ] dwindle [22 5] pronouncement [ 78]
Federal Reserve Bank [ EFE#EEHRETT ]
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9 |() Strangely (@ Actually (3 Clearly @ Surely
10 @ unexpected @ understandable
@ peculiar : @ satisfactory
11 @ logical @ obvious @ depressing @ amazing
12 @ And yet @ Furthermore @ As a result @ Conversely
13 @ lacked @ enraged @ ignored @ enlightened
14 @ drive me mad @ eliminate confidence in airlines
@ calm down passengers @ perceive the announcement
15 @ better reason @ confusing apology
' @ pathetic excuse @ satisfactory decision
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(A)

(B)

16

@ Once people know the reason for your behavior, they will give you a

more sympathetic hand.

@ People should. accept what you are doing, and then they will generally
think of it as reasonable,

@ The mere act of giving a reason for your behavior forces people to show
true understanding of it.

@ Helpful people tend to put up with your behavior, whether you account

for it or not.

17
@ It can safely be said

@ It never pays to say
@ It goes without saying

@ It 1s not adequate to say




c)| 18

@ The word “because” makes human communication run smoothly,
particularly when used with a clear and detailed explanation.

@ Overuse of the word “because” brings human relationships to a sudden
halt,

@ The regular use of the word "because”, even if seemingly insignificant,
enables us to socialize with each other more successfully.

@ The word “because” in fact plays an essential part in human society,

though most people never seem to assume so.

3 ko[ 19 ][ 20 |ogtogr: LTRbETRL D%, FTo0)~@)
DFPLEREN T DB -2 LS,

19 Which of the following is the most appropriate explanation for the

underlined part (X)?

@ Placing a sign was also one of the important jobs of a maintenance
Crew.

@ A maintenance crew questioned the reason for renovating the highway.

@ A maintenance crew was there to renovate the highway.

@ The highway was renovated so that each driver could drive comfortably.

20 Which of the following best explains “being kept in the dark” in the

underlined part (Y)?
not knowing in which direction to go
being in a situation where sufficient information is not available

being given a false reason for-what is going on

OEORORC

not being able to understand the explanation of a certain situation
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Bruce

Sophia ;

Bruce

Sophia :

Bruce

Sophia :

Bruce

Sophia :

The US has a fundraising, charity and philanthropic culture. The
Carnegie and Rockefeller families are well known as philanthropic pioneers
in the States. They have founded several hospitals and colleges. Have you
ever heard of “the Giving Pledge”?

Yes. It's a campaign started by a leading computer company'’s co-founder,
Bill Gates, and billionaire investor, Warren Buffett. They've created some
sort of charitable organization, right? That's all I know about it. What is
the Giving Pledge?

It's basically a promise that very rich people make. According to this
article here, “the Giving Pledge is an effort to help address s'ocief,y’s most
pressing problems by inviting the wealthiest Americans to commit to giving
more than half of their money to charitable causes, either during their
lifetime or after their death.” |

How did they start the project?

The organization decided to take the initiative in contacting the
millionaires one by one, rather than wait for them to come to them. First,
they started this project by calling the possible candidates: they started
with the Forbes magazine list of the 400 wealthiest Americans. Those that
qualified as Forbes 400s are worth an e.stimated $1.2 trillion combined.

What was the result?

Not all the people signed the pledge. Some preferred to pledge
anonymously, some were unavailable, and others were not interested. So
far, a group of 40 Americans has pledged to give at least half of their
fortunes to charity. Gates and Buffett estimate their efforts could generate
$600 billion to help those in need.

What a huge sum of money!




[l 1 Which of the following statements is the most appropriate about the Giving
Pledge? 21

@ The Giving Pledge is one of the cultures most Americans promise.

@ The Giving Pledge is a law the US government has enacted.

@ The Giving Pledge is an organization Forbes, Inc. established for wealthy
people. |

@ The Giving Pledge is an endeavor to help deal with society’s most urgent

problems.

M2 Which of the following statements is likely to be a possible reason why Bill

Gates and Warren Buffett involved millionaires in the Giving Pledge? 22

@ Because millionaires were expected to make a big contribution to society
with their fortunes against a background of charitable culture in the US.
@ Because the millionaires listed in the Forbes 400s were socially
dependable enough to cooperate in the Giving Pledge.

@ Because Bill Gates and Warren Buffett were acquainted with most of the
millionaires in the US who seemed likely to support the Giving Pledge.

@ Because all the millionaires in the US are extremely compassionate and

have eagerly participated in philanthropic activity since early times.




] 3 Which of the following statements is NOT true? 23

@ The Carnegie and Rockefeller families are famous as philanthropic
pioneers in the US because they built hospitals and colleges which still
exist today.,

@ Bill Gates and Warren Buffett have created a charitable organization
designed to appeal to wealthy people who agree with their policies.

@ The Forbes 400s are the wealthiest Americans listed by the magazine
and their total wealth is estimated to be $1.2 trillion.

@ Most of the very rich in the US have joined one of the 40 charity groups

and are going to give half of their fortunes to charity.
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(1) | 24

Drinking lots of water is popular advice found in the media.

7. Though some doctors tell us to drink 6-8 glasses of water daily, there is

little evidence supporting this.
1.  Many of the foods we eat contain liquid.

7.  In 1945, for example, a well-known doctor suggested that people drink

2.5 liters a day.

L. On the contrary, many doctors agree that drinking too much water can

be dangerous.

#.  Most doctors, however, think people get enough liquid in their bodies

from other drinks, such as juice, milk, and tea.

Some people even die when they drink huge amounts of water.
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(2)

25

It was probably the mimic octopus that first brought worldwide fame to

Lembeh Strait.

7.

When moving from one point to another, it *elongates and flattens itself
like a flounder and *undulates rapidly over the bottom like a backstroke

swimmer making an underwater start.
How many disguises does a mimic octopus have?

The next minute, it might take a short rest by stretching its legs out in

all directions to mimic a sea anemone.

Just as the name suggests, this member of the octopus family is an expert

at mimicking other sea creatures.
You'd have to ask the octopus, but don't expect an answer.

Or it might pretend to be a poisonous lionfish because a predator is

lurking nearby.

In any case, the mystery of this strange creature is one of the many attractions

that bring divers to Lembeh.

Notes:

elongate [ £ {{f#i9] undulate [ ) 125 ]
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A team of Greek and German researchers has shown that the colors of sunsets
painted by famous artists can be used to estimate pollution levels in the Earth's
past atmosphere. In particular, the paintings reveal that ash and gas released during
major volcanic eruptions scatter the different colors of sunlight, making sunsets
appear more red. The results were published in 2014 in Atmospheric Chemistry and
Physics, an open access journal of the European Geosciences Union (EGU).

When the Tambora volcano in Indonesia erupted in 1815, painters in Europe could
see the colors of the sky changing. The volcanic ash and gas spewed into the atmosphere
travelled the world and, as these aerosol particles scattered sunlight, they produced
bright red and orange sunsets in Europe for up to three years after the eruption. J. M.

W. Turner was one of the artists who painted the stunning sunsets during that time.

Now, scientists are uging his, and other great masters’ paintings | 26

“Nature speaks to the hearts and souls of great artists,” says lead-author Christos
Zerefos, a professor of atmospheric physics at the Academy of Athens in Greece. “But
we have found that, when coloring sunsets, it is the way their brains perceive greens
and reds that contains important environmental information.”

Zerefos and his team analyzed hundreds of high-quality digital photographs of

gunget painfings done between 1500 and 2000, a period including over 50 large

volcanic eruptions around the globe, They were looking | 27 | on the amount of

aerosols in the atmosphere.

“We found that red-to-green ratios measured in the sunsets of paintings by great
masters correlate well with the amount of volcanic aerosols in the atmosphere,
regardless of the painters and of the school of painting,” says Zerefos.

Skies more polluted by volecano ash scatter sunlight more, so they appear more
red. Similar effects are seen with mineral (desert dust) or man-made aerosols, Air

with a higher amount of aerosols has a higher *aerosol optical depth’, a parameter

the team calculated | 28 | . They then compared these values with those given




by independent sources such as ice-core and volcanic-explosivity data, and found
good agreement. The results obtained validate those of the team’s previous study,
published in Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics in 2007.

To further support their model, the researchers asked a famous color expert

29 | over the island of Hydra in June 2010. The painter was not aware of the

dust event. The scientists then compared measurements of the aerosol optical depth
made by modern mstruments with those estimated from the red-to-green ratios of the
paintings and of digital photographs, and found that they all matched well.

Since aerosols scatter sunlight, less of it reaches the surface, leading to cooling.
The Tambora eruption, the largest in recorded history, killed some 10,000 people
directly and over 60,000 more due to the starvation and disease during the ‘volcanic

winter’ that followed. Aerosol optical depth can be directly used in climate models,

so | 30 | helps researchers understand how aerosols have affected the Earth’s climate

in the past. This, in turn, can help improve predictions of future climate change.

“We wanted | 31 [ in the past atmosphere in places where, and in centuries

when, instrumental measurements were not available,” concludes Zerefos.

Note:
aerosol optical depth [ L7 IV IVORKFEHES EEICBWTER S 24 BiEL
wAHaE) |

@ to find out whether the relative amounts of red and green along the horizon of
each painting could provide information

using the red-to-green ratios in the paintings

to paint sunsets during and after the passage of a Saharan dust cloud

having estimates for this parameter

to collect environmental data by analyzing the effects of the eruption

to provide alternative ways of exploiting the environmental information

expecting that they can confirm the hypothesis

OO E®®

to retrieve information on the composition of the past atmosphere
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(1) ZEFEE, HRATEDBL DAL TRHSRTVET,
3FH | 32 7#B | 33
( @ language @ people @ Emnglish other

@ is spoken @ as by @ no ) is.

@ S0 many

(2) Vv IdBEbEbLTWAEDT, RIZHPELEY LTWADOIZHLN,
3#FE | 34 7%H| 35

Since Jack is nervous, (@ something @ to @ clear - @ hide

® he @ it @ that has (9 is).

(8) AW ZDBHMEEE LI LTIEAAIENTE Lo
3% H 36 7 & H 37
I ( @ could @ him @ bad news @ myself @ not

@ to @ the tell @ bring }.

4) BEAPFELCORI -y SORETHLL, TYTORETT,
3#%FHB { 38 7HH | 39
( @ in Asia @ in- Europe @ it is @ folk songs @ not

@ that @ those she is @ but ) familiar with.

(5) Wix, KA 74 ANLB AR TEATLIERRELL,
3FH | 40 7TEBD | 41

(@ to @ energy-saving @ the company @ he @ that
@ introduce @ the office proposed @ devices ).




(6) RAETVTWET, BEFZVIRY, S LEWE ) IKBESHTwET,
3FBE | 42 TH#EHE | 43
A storm is approaching. People (@ to @ advised @ it @ not

@ go out @ is not @ are necessary @ if ).

(7) BEREELEIIBECERH L LT THILIIL TS,
3%FH | 44 THHE [ 45
She ( @ of @ before @ light exercise @ a @ she

@ point @ doing goes to bed @ makes ).

(8) REHRIZFANPNRL 2 LT LE /O TTH, BP0 Ty 2 EEFRHN
T AXOIRE FE-> T NE LT

3%H | 46 7THERB | 47

I had a flat tire on the way home, but ( @ changing @ by @ who

@ assisted @ truck driver @ it ® in a @ passed ).

(9) BEEFZREEICEET S X2, BWLEDFAERIC PP 272,
3%H | 48 TEE | 49
( @ in rescuing @ Japan @ to @ pressure @ its

@ strong @ economy act quickly @ came under ).

(W) A7Y—BRbo bWEHR LA, TORICR > TE AR, AN
NN AL D YLV s i AR AR

3%FH | 50 7HHE | 51

Mary suddenly burst out crying. Only ( @ she @ been @ through

@ what (B T (9 then (?) understand did (9 had).
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(1) BIEMEONS ZRRLI-EHEZE L /2
He left his | 52 | to indicate how to dispose of his property.

() burial @ heir (3 period @ win

(2) HEHEZWOERT R T HOOPMEBELZREELZ,
The result of the medical checkup brought | 53 | me the neglect of my

health.
@ home to @ homely to
@ sharp to @ sharply to

(3) Hu/-OBRIALZER 7B, FiTEI A7
The man | 54 | your brother proved to be the wrong person.
@ was I thought @ who was 1 thought
@ I thought he was | @ who I thought was

(4) BHHEIA{TEZE /- BT, HELDTIHWIT v,

Dont give up | 55 | the project hit the wall.

@ merely as @ simply because

@ just as @ largely because

(5) AIABAAELCTRIICEBT B0, AL HOELEEZ o7,

Ms. Smith used to be in| 56 | of our regional office before she was

promoted and assigned to the home office.

@ charge @ case @ responsible @ head




(6) BEARIATHRP 23 PPDLT, HEEFEALBICHIEL .
57 | the mistake was not serious, he apologized to his colleagues for it.

@ Aside from @ In spite of @ But @ Though

(7) Wo/zZ b, AERASY L ERIETLIZLIERMLTwED L,

The trouble is that my father objects strongly | 58 | Sam.

@ for me to marry @ for me to marry with

@ to my marrying @ to my marrying with

(8) oOHEIZFEELNIENWT, CEVHIZE-TLE -7

I had a hard time because of being { 59 | in by his fast-talk.

@ taken @ put @ got @ ridden

(9) BHEFOAET, 1990 B4 BT 2EBOHBOMTHEE »EH L Tnh,

The company now employs | 60 | the 1990s.

twice as many as local workers it did in
twice as many local workers as it did in

as twice many local workers it did in as

SEOEONS

as many as twice local workers in it did

(10 ZOBED R TWAMEMERS RALOHIGEE 2L, &) LETH?

o1 the social issues the movie focuses on happened to you, what would

you do?

@ Thinking @ Having @ Supposing @ Involving




