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Representatives of the world’s nations will gather in Paris later this year
to set a course that could determine whether we will be able to avoid the worst
potential effects of global climate change. I (l)succeed, the 2015 Paris Climate
Conference, also known as COP21, will result ( 7 ) a new, legally binding
global agreement to combat climate change, charting a course toward a low-
carbon, green economy (9, POWeEr by renewable energy.

The government policymakers, diplomats and (3)@ officials who will
gather in Paris in December know that the consequences ( - ) doing
nothing will be severe, including more floods, intense heat waves, droughts,

hurricanes, and tornadoes. ®They know climate change does not respect

borders. Their goal is to limit global average warming ( ) no more than
a 2°C increase this century: the challenge is how to do that. Reaching a global,
binding agreement will not be easy, but the business community recognizes
the need for an orderly, ( 4}predict, and planned transition.

The country-by-country commitments that comprise the Paris agreement
will not be enough by themselves to reduce greenhouse gas emissions ( )
a level that limits global warming. The support of the business community is
essential. And let’s be clear: the transition to a low-carbon economy will occur
one way or another. It will either be an orderly transition ( # ) the next
two to three decades, or a disorderly one spurred by crises and human
hardship. Further delay in ( 5)tak;e global action will only ensure the latter,

( A ) the transition to be orderly, it will have to occur Wlthm the 6 )ex1st
financial and economic system so that it does not threaten or overwhelm the
foundation of our market economy. It will not require aggressive government
( 7)intervema or centralized control. An orderly transition will provide an
opportunity to create many winners, because adaptive and innovative companies
will flourish. At the latest Group of Seven meeting in Bavaria, world leaders
took a step ( F ) the right direction by pledging to phase out fossil fuel
emissions (  Z ) the end of this century. This made it clear to corporations
and the markets that low-carbon technologies hold the promise of be

(88—
profitable long-term investments.




Many business leaders have already recognized the commercial and economic
benefits of immediate action against climate change. In the auto industry, for
example, there has been considerable innovation and investment ( % )

( 9)meed. Today there are about 800

million vehicles on the world’s roads, and it's (lo)estimate this number will

grow to more than 2 billion in the next 35 years or so. If we are to avoid the

zero-emission vehicles, although more is

worst effects of climate change, we cannot continue to rely only on fossil fuels

to power those vehicles and supply the bulk of our energy. ®The auto industry

already has proven and affordable solutions to cure drivers of their addiction

to fossil fuels. The most prominent, ready, and affordable solution is the

electric vehicle, the only zero-emissions vehicle that can run entirely ( 21 )

renewable energy.
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Once a week, members of a New Zealand book club arrive at a café, grab a
drink and shut off their cellphones. Then they sink into cozy chairs and read
in silence for an hour. The point of the clubisn't to ( A ) about literature,
butto ( B ) from electronic devices and read, uninterrupted. The group calls
itself the Slow Reading Club, and it is part of a movement populated by book
lovers who miss old-fashioned reading.

Slow reading advocates seek a return to the focused reading habits of

(1)
yvears gone by, before smartphones and social media started stealing our time

and shortening our attention spans. Many slow readers say they embraced the

concept after becoming aware that they couldn't ( C ) it through a book
“DLETE ETe { EADEREFIATWHERNT LICKRBDVTE,” said Meg
“FhDONE

anyimore.

(2)
Williams, a 31-year-old marketing manager who started the club.

TETEELULNMEDEEALTLE s EHERIICE -

Slow readers list numerous benefits to a regular reading habit, saying it

(3)

improves their ability to concentrate, reduces stress levels, and deepens their

ability to think, listen, and empathize. ( 4\The movement echoes revivals of

other old-fashioned, time-consuming pursuits that offset the ever-faster pace

of life, such as cooking and knitting by hand.
The benefits of reading from ( D ) through late adulthood have been

documented by'researchers. A study of 300 elderly people published by the
journal Neurology last year showed that regular ( E ) in mentally challenging
activities, including reading, slowed rates of memory loss in participants’ later
vears. A study published last year in Science showed that reading literary
fiction helps people understand others' mental states and beliefs, a crucial skill
in building relationships. Research published in Developmental Psychology in
1997 showed that first-grade reading ability was closely ( F ) 1lth-grade
academic achievement. Yet reading habits have declined in recent years. In a
2016 survey, about 76% of Americans aged 18 and older said they had read at
least one book in the past year, down from 79% in 2011,

Attempts to revive old reading habits can be seen in many places. Groups
in Seattle, Brooklyn, Boston, and Minneapolis have hosted so-called silent

reading parties, with comfortable chairs, wine and classical music. Diana La




Counte of Orange County, California, set up what she called a virtual slow-
reading group a few years ago, with members discussing the group’s book
sclection online, mostly on Facebook. “When I found I was spending more
time reading Twitter than books, I knew it was time for ( G ),” she said.

{ H ) wespend somuch time in front of computer screens, our reading
patterns have changed from the linear, left-to-right sequence of years past fo a
wild skimming and skipping pattern as we ( I ) for key words and
information. One 2006 study of the eye movements of 232 people looking at
Web pages found they read in an “F” pattern, scanning all the way across the
top line of text but only halfway across the next few lines, eventually sliding
their eyes down the left side of the page in a vertical movement toward the
bottom. None of this (] ) for our ability to comprehend deeply, scientists
say, and several studies have shown that reading text full of links leads to

weaker cormnprehension than reading plain text. ( 5)A 2007 study involving 100

people also found that watching multimedia presentations that mixed words,

sounds, and moving pictures led to lower comprehension rates than reading

plain text.
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(A) 1 discuss 2 examine 3 review 4 talk

(B) 1 avoid 2 get away 3 keep 4 move out
(C) 1 browse 2 finish 3 make 4 read

(D) I anearly age 2 juvenile 3 young 4 voung age
(E) 1 appointment 2 commitment 3 engagement 4 placement
(F) 1 attached to 2 combined with 3 joined with 4 linked to
(G) 1 action 2 fun 3 others - 4 reading
(H) 1 Aslong as 2 Now that 3 Once 4 When
(I) 1 ask 2 call 3 hunt 4 send

(J) 1 isbad 2 is good 3 isn't bad 4 isn't good
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[il6 Which of the following is not cited in the passage as a benefit of old-
fashioned reading?
(A) Tt helps people focus their attention better.
(B) It helps people understand others better.
(C) It improves people's vocabulary.
(D) It contributes to stress relief.

7 Which of the following is not true, according to the text?

(A) Reading isn't the only activity that can help reduce memory loss in

old age.
~(B) Even though readihg is recognized to be beneficial, Americans’ reading

habits seecm to be in decline.

(C) It isn't possible to combine the use of modern social media with old-
fashioned slow-reading activities.

(D) The widespread use of computers has led us to adopt reading patterns

that negatively affect our understanding of text.
[M] Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow it

Even after a depression that has wiped out a guarter of its economy,
Greece's population is still not the worst off in the Eurozone*. GDP* per person
(a very {”39@ indicator of living standards) in Greece remains higher than
it is in Latvia, and is roughly level with Estonia, Portugal, Slovakia and Slovenia.
And income per head is also still much higher than in Brazil, India and China.
So why, then, are the Greeks complaining so much? Why did they have to be
rescued when, in a global context, they are still reasonably well off? Part of
the answer is that expectations matter. Research shows that it’s psychologically
much more painful to go from something to nothing than it is to go from
nothing to nothing. Thus, { A ) has made the Greeks so angry is the
[ Z]@Lge_ downward shift in their country’s national income in the past five
years: it's the change in income, not the absolute level, that matters.

We all have expectation reference points, and this psychology helps to




explain a __, wide range of economic and social phenomena. Some argue that

£3]
it's meaningless to talk about “poverty” in _ advanced countries such as Britain.

Those classified as “poor” are not starvin?g)r barefoot, as they were in former
times. 5, BEOHLWALSLOHAT S L Z#BHL L ERUMN DT
EASHRIOY ROV VDL I REmERo T3, They also have access
to technologies like smartphones and satellite television that were literally
unimaginable to their ancestors. But the expectation reference point for “poor”
people is not the hiving standards of {SJprevious generations of poor people,
but the living standards of other people in the country ( B ) they live (or
actually, those of other people in that country (  C ) they come into contact).

And changing people’s reference points—as the British government is currently

attempting to do by adjusting the technical definition of . poverty—isn’t easy.

Before they vote to change the definition of pover’Esﬁr,] MPs* might like to
consider that, with their £67,000 annual salary, they are [T]Objectively better
off than most of the population. But the expectation reference point of MPs is
the payv of company executives and [S]S_eni£ bureaucrats—in other words,
those ( D ) they consider their peers. That's why they feel desperately poor
and demand higher salaries.

The expectation reference point also explains why migrants from poor
countries are prepared to do jobs that workers in rich countries aren’t particularly
keen on. Picking apples for the minimum wage in Britain seems preferable to
unemployment in Eastern Europe. Their reference point differs from that of
the native-born population. _

An example from history: the living standards of British settlers in
America in the late 18th century were higher than those of the inhabitants of

' any other British colony, but it was these Americans and not, for example, the
Indians, who rebelled in 1773 and demanded independence. How can we
explain this? The reference point is the answer. (b)?ﬁ% W, HEOMEE#MOBER
b LA, BEIKAEGALbBEH b LRI L,

Reference points aren’t economically “rational”. Classical economic models

assume we make decisions based on an objective understanding of ( E ) will
make us better or worse off in financial terms. So in classical economic models,
recessions should be short and self-correcting. The kind of prolonged slump
and mass unemployment seen in Greece recently, and also in America during
the Great Depression of the 1930s, should not happen. Wages should fall until
companies are able to start (9 }@1_8_ people again, after which unemployment




should disappear. But that doesn’t usually happen, because the psychological
reference point makes people strongly resist taking a pay [10]9-"@’ even when
this increases the risk that their company will go bankrupt and they will lose
their job. Their reference point of a certain salary takes on a massive importance.
It's not just about money, but dignity: their cash salary is the personal reference
point ( F ) they judge how well off they are. It is important to understand
how these reference points affect people’s behavior, but unfortunately, there is

sometimes no choice but to brutally introduce people to the real world.

Questions
I For each of the underlined words marked { 1 | to [10], give an English word

with the opposite meaning. Your answers should reflect the context in which
each word is used.

2  Select from the following to fill the blank spaces marked (A)F (F).
Individual options may be selected once, more than once, or not at all. On the
answer sheet, enter the numbers corresponding to the options vou select.

1 by which 2 bywhom 3 inwhich 4 in whom 5 what
6 which 7 whom 8 why 9 with which 10 with whom

3 ‘Translate the Japanese sentences marked (a ) and (b) into English.

4 According to the passage, are the following statements true or false? On the
answer sheet, indicate those vou consider to be true with an A, and those
you think are false with a B. If you think it is impossible to tell from the
passage whether a particular statement is true or false, indicate this with a C.

(1) Those who have never been rich will find poverty more difficult to
tolerate than those who have. |

(2) Perceptions of what it is to be poor vary from place to place and from
generation to generation.

(3) MPs earn around three times more than the average Briton.

(4) MPs earn more than business executives and senior bureaucrats.

(5) The willingness of people from poor countries to do low-paid jobs in
rich countries can be explained by expectation reference points.

{ 6) One reason classical economic models are often wrong is that people
don't necessarily behave in their own best interests.




[W] Robots are beginning to resemble humans more and more closely, not
only in appearance but also in behavior. If you could design a robot, what
would you make it capable of doing, and why? Write 100 words or so in
English to explain your ideas.

NOTES

Furozone The group of countries that use the Euro as their currency

GDP Gross domestic product; the total value of goods produced and services provided in a country
during one year

MPs Members of Parliament (equivalent to members of Japan's House of Representatives)

Adapted from Oxford Dictionary of English (2nd ed. rev.), etc.
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