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The new era of the Internef, the smariphone, snd the PC has had radics]

effects on who we are and how we relate o each other, The od boundaries of

gpace and time seem eoollapsed thanks to the dig

rerviday e, We can comununicate nstantly across both vast and minuie

pesvchologists, and anthropelogists have

3 S 5 “
distances. Philosophers,

v that we inhabit as a result of thess

all spoken of the new
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But what i, rather than focusing on fhe new promises or discontents o
i '

contemporary civilization, we see todav's changes primarily as changes in wha

i

feman beings do with their hands? The digital age may have tranzformed many

;

aspects of owr experience, bul Bs most obvious yvel neglectad feature s that #

wrecedented wavs,

allows peonle fo keep thelr hands busy In 8 varier

The owner of 2 famous book w peonie

El

now 1y Eo turn pages by scrolling them, and Apple has ¢

for certain hand gestioes, At the same time, doctors observe massive Wcreases

E
pica
e
el
T

in computer and phone-related hand problems, as the fingers and wrist are heis

used for new movements that nothing has prepared them for. Changes to the

muscles and bones of the hund isell are predicted as 8 conseouence.

uitimately, have different hands, in the same way that the structure of the mouth
fms heen altered by the infreduction of knives and Torks, which changed the way

hat the body is secondary to the technod here is echoed in the

;.)‘

£

branding of today's products: i is the pad and the phone that are capitalized o

*

the iPad® and Phone™ rather than the *T7 of the user.

the fagi that we have

¥et i the way that we employ our hands is changi
to keen our hands busy 5 nothing new, From weaving to emailing, buman beings
have alwavs kept their hands occupied. 1 parents would onde knit or turn the

red, today they are swining” and
L Sy

pages of o pewspaper while their children pla
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ssurfing™. At home, computer games ocouny the hands and fingers:

Once we recognize the importance of keeping the hands busy, we can s
to think about the reasons

for this sirange necessity,  What are the dangers of

idle hands? What function does relentless band activity veally have? A3

happens when we are prey frovy using owr hands?

irritable, and sven desperate when we cannotl use our hands, because we sl

The most obwvious answer to the above

auesiions i that we need owr hands to do things with, They serve us. They are

the instruments of exec

s that our wishes can he fulfiiled rote, to seal an

agresment, 1o confirm a undon, o such sxtent that the hand B8 often used as &
avimbol it i omovies, the

s walk with hang

3
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s held oul i front of Tham, not to suggest difficulties in
sk, on the contrary, pure purnose,

there are stories and

et at the sams f!ﬁitv QU

movies where a body part such as an £

foot, ot even an esr moves by itself

PR

thiw is nothing compared with the vast number of examples where i

=y

hand — either lolged o the body or not - thatl starts fo function on ity own, and

nearly abways murderousiy, When body parts become taken over In borror films,

e almost abways the hands that are controlled by some evil foree,

Din everyday life?  As we might sirive to

riend is Yelling us, ouwr hands want toosend

Nes . o check our emal " page. Poople complain of

being too attached tot
totching them. The hand, symbol of hwman power and ownership, s also a part
of curselves that escapes us. In what has become one of the most successtul

cultural products of all time, Disnev’s Frozen™ is about the dilemma of a girl

{do / do / doesw't / hands / she / them / things

whose




hands tarn whaltever they touch inte ice, and she struggles to control,

accept, this part of herself,
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Last June, the Supreme Court made samesex marriage legal throughout the
United States. The historic opialen, written by Justice™ Anthony Kennedy, used
language so beautiful that # quickly became populsr in wedding ceremonies, In
September, 1 attended three that guoted Kennedy's declaration that marriage
“allows two people to find a life that could not be found alone, for a marriage
becomes greater than just the rwo persons.”

- Less often gquoted, but perbaps morve important, is the section of Kennedy's
opinion which Hsts the “material burdens” placed oo same-sex couples previously
dended the right to msarry: exclusion from the benefits”™ and rewards given o
workers and thelr spouses™ through retirement savings programs, health
insurance, and tax pelicy. for example, “Marriage remsins a building block of
our national community,” Kennedy explained. “Just as a couple vows to support

each other, so does society pledge to support the couple, offering symbolic

L.

recognition and material benefits to protect and gourish the undon”

At first glance, Kennedy's claim that the matecvial benefits offered to

married couples by, the governmeni and emplovers are there fo “nourish” sach

union seems ke nothing more than an ideslistic way of saving something

Awaericans kmow that there are economic rewards to marriage.  Hut

ahvigus:

[ ——

&

Rennedy's word cholce was not random.  Benefits designed 1o “nourish” do more

than reward the act of getting marned; they encowrage married couples to

- behave  in certain wavs., Since thelr introduciion, America’s biggest sociad

insurance. programs have promoted dneguaiily within marrviages by pushing
couples 1o . organize thelr housebold economies so that one spouse is in the
weorkiorce™ while the other performs unpaid care work™ in the home,

Social  Securitv®, for example, encourages breadwinner-homemaker ™

marriages using both carvols and sticks, Most people understand Social Securily
Y
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©to pav cuf benefits at retirement purely on the basis'of what nidividuals pay into
the svstem during their working lves. Bul, in fact, Social Security does not pay
everyone who contributes the same amount equally, Belng married or unmarried

zeof an individuals benefit. . Social Secwrity’s retirement

b

also determines the
insurance program offers o married person an exira 50 percent of whatever
retiremnent benefit he or she earns. . This “dependent bepefdt™ w ntended fo
support the worker's spouse.  Single people I the workforce pav the same Soclal
Securtty faxes as married people, but they do net earn this dependent benefil; In

pther words, single people only earn bwo-thirds of what married people can earn.

viain mar

However, marriage lsn't alwars such a good deal
‘people gain from. Social Security’s benefit structwre: married couples  whe
generafly fit the breadwinnerhomemaker model. When spouses earn roughly
equal amounts in the workforce, they lose. In a marriage where one spouse 15
emploved and the other is not, the spouse who remaing 2t home recelves the
dependent benefit — through his/her spouse — without puying anvthing fo the

svsrerm at all - When both spouses are in the workforce, the dependent benefit is

stifl available, but only one spouse can claim it To recel denendent

henefit, however, the “dependent” spouse has o give up any Social Secunity

benefits she has earned through her own earnings record. If there ix a large

enough gap between spouses’ earning

2

s cholve mukes senser 50 pereent of

the higherearning hushand’s benefit will amount to more than the individual

benefit earned by many women. Bud this decision still leaves women having paid

money inte the sysiem that has no effect on the benefits they receive.

Alternatively, if both spouses apply for thelr individual benefits, they give up the

dependent benefit thelr marriage entitles them to. This s Hke a bocial Seowrtt

-penaliy for spouses who both work.: Such spouses do not recelve the full benefits
A A

to which they are entitled. To this day, { A, Secial Security vewards

i

wen where one spouse stays home.

Today, fewer and fewer families conform to the Dbreadwinner-horemaker




model that the sccial insurance svstern rewards. . Since the 1930s, when the

+

Social Securlty system was created, divoree rates have risen and marriage rates

T, 1 .

have fallen. Meanwhile, In 2014, one wn five adults over twenty-five had never

€

heen marvied ~— Iy condrast to 1860, when it was roughly one in

&

ten, And in 2012,
for the first time more unmarried women under thirty had children than married

woimen.  ( )

) those couples that do marry and have childres

from those idealized by poliovimakers in the 1830s.  In 2014,

married couples wit

v children, both parents worked, Few couples, especially i

they are parents, can afford to live on one person’s earnings. { O ) marmiage

has changed for many, Congress, through the Jaws # has passe

1

to pass — has held on firmly to the twe ideas that the social nsurance sysiem

should reward marriage and that marviages should he

and homemakers,
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although . : Whereas . - While
1 alhough- fwen : A if
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A therefore Whereas Unless
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1 Eatirelv controlled by 2 mind outside itself, a puppet (cholce / has / how /

in /it / lives / nol.

2 - Wanting freedom to choose may be a universal fmpulse, but it {heing / far /

from / is / strongest / ther.

3 The {appears /as / evil /idea / in /it / of) modern secular thought is an

mhberitance from Christianity,

4 (all / attacks / Cheistianity / for / his / on), Leopards did not welcome itz

decline,
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B Choose one of the situations below. In English, write an appropriate letfer for
sitpation; The length of yourtanswer shoubd be 0-130 words,  Correcily

ndicate the number of words vou have written at the end of vour answer.

VT BT DEET

I YWou have been dating vour pariner for three years. Last wesk was vour

birthday, and your partner compistely forgot about it He/she did not buy you

present, telephone you, or even say, “Happy birthday.” . Write g letter 1o vour

partner expiaining how disappointed vou fesl

o

4 Mou traveled by airplape to New York during the summer, but there were
many problems with the fheht that ruined vour vacation. Write g letter to the

airtine company president complaining about what happensd.

3 Your friend alwavs staves at home slone, watching relevision or plaving

games. She/he never goes outside to do anything or meet anyvone, 8o you are

yu

worried about her/him. Write vour friend a letter advising her/him showt

what she/he shauld do.
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What do modern zombies ke to eat best?

In Haitl, what kind of person created a zombie?

What would happen if ¢ Haltian Zombie b a person?
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